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Dear friends,  
 
It is a joy to update you on the work God is doing in Portugal. In His 
providence churches are benefiting from the influx of Brazilians coming 
there to settle. We made a short visit in the February half-term visiting 
the north where churches are sparser and smaller. First we visited 
Carlos and Laura Martinez, the Paraguayan family who are busy tending 
two very small groups of believers in Pias and Valença right up near the 
Spanish border. On a short stroll in Pias we met a typical older lady 
from this rural place who had been watching us as we strolled round 
the cemetery of the local Catholic Church. She had been to the Baptist 
church once, and we were able to share a little with her of the Lord. 
Pastor Carlos is now holding meetings with some Brazilians in the more 
sizeable and strategic nearby town of Monção with a view to church 
planting there. They invited the Brazilian believers round for a meal for 
us to meet, and what a joy it was to hear of their friendship with MICEB 
missionaries in the NE of Brazil in the Piaui region! This was a real encouragement to hear first -hand of their 
deep appreciation of gospel work in their region of Brazil.  

 
Next we visited Viana do Castelo where 
Ismael and Sara are busy working. Our 
aim was to bring a few of the different 
workers we knew, but who didn’t know 
each other, together for a day of mutual 
encouragement and fellowship. Under 
God this happened, and we trust 
friendships are forming which will 

prove to be of real benefit over the long term. There were 17 
of us on the day, and it was especially good to see the 
teenagers making friends since Alexandre and Val in 
Montalegre home school their girls, and they are quite 
isolated. We worshiped together, heard God’s word and ate 

together and then walked together and the time went all too quickly. 
 
From here we stayed one night over in a place called Arcos de Valdevez. We tried and failed to find any evangelical witness 
in this town. So that is now twice we have been round a sizeable town in Portugal where there is no known gospel witness. 
Pray that the Lord will raise up workers for His harvest field. Sadly the Catholic Churches were all too evident. 
 
In Montalegre we stayed with Alexandre and Val who visited us for a 
much needed rest at New Year. They are tired and wondering how 
much longer they can stay in their current location. They took us to 
do outreach in an old peoples home where they regularly and 

faithfully visit.  The old people 
seemed genuinely pleased to 
have the sing a long of hymns 
and a short message. They now 
rent premises each Sunday and 
use their home to invite folk 
round for meals and to 
witness. Pray they would have 
the joy of seeing conversions. 
 
 

 

“All the way my Saviour leads me, what have I to ask beside? 

Can I doubt His tender mercy, who through life has been my guide? 
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Finally in April Andrew had the 
privilege of attending the FIEL 
conference in Portugal organised by 
Edvanio Silva. This saw some 200-250 
believers gathered from all over 
Portugal and included Jason Murfitt of 
GBM who is busy preparing to work in 
Madeira. At short notice Andrew was 
asked to preach in the place of Stuart 
Olyott who was unwell. Nervous about doing so in front of many 

pastors much more able and gifted than himself, we solicited prayer, and the Lord graciously undertook. The believers 
were reminded that nothing hinders the Lord from saving whether by many or by few. Many come from small works 
where there is much work to do and few labourers, so they needed encouragement. 

 
Please pray now for the planned trip 
to Mozambique from 12th – 25th 
July  under the auspices of PTI 
(Pastors Training International) You 
will have heard of the devastation 
caused by the cyclones which hit the 
middle eastern coast, and then the 
north eastern coast. The planned 
conferences are not in the areas 
affected. However pastors will be 
attending from some of those regions. Pray for believers who have so little of this 
world’s goods not be disheartened by trials, and that as the pastors gather 
together to be taught that it would be a blessed and useful time. Andrew and 
Pastor Joel Lopes from Portugal will teach 3 intensive days in Maputo in the south, 

followed by 3 intensive 8 hour days in Nampula in the north. They will also attend the FIEL conferences in both cities. 
 
We have a busy summer ahead - Andrew to Mozambique for 2 weeks; the EMW missionary exhibition at Aber; UFM family 
conference and then a summer holiday (again in Portugal). We would also value prayers as we have now moved to be 
nearer the church in Llantrisant too. Pray for Amy to settle into her new school before GCSE’s begin in earnest in 
September. Pray for stamina and that we would not work in our own strength but in full dependence on the Lord. 
 
We would also covet prayer for Henry de Oliveira and Caitlin who have begun ministry with us in Tabor. Next year 
Andrew hopes to take Henry to Portugal. He is open to the Lord’s leading. Pray that he will benefit from a time of training 
with us at Tabor. He has already been very active in the church, and after a lego day where the Gospel was presented, a 
new children’s club has started for the summer term. Pray for Henry as he preaches at Tabor and reaches out to the 
neighbourhood, and is involved in all aspects of church life. It is such a blessing to have him and Caitlin with us. 
 
Thank you so much for your support and for the gifts that have enabled Andrew & Joel to travel and minister in 
Mozambique, God willing, in a few weeks’ time. 
 
Every blessing 
 
                            With Christian greetings - Andrew, Jenny and girls 
        
 

“Lord, give me firmness without hardness, steadfastness without dogmatism, love 

without weakness.” 

 “I pray that the Lord might crown this year with His goodness and in the coming one 

give you a hallowed dare-devil spirit in lifting the biting sword of Truth, consuming you 

with a passion that is called by the cultured citizen of Christendom ‘fanaticism’, but 

known to God as that saintly madness that led His Son through bloody sweat and hot 

tears to agony on a rude Cross and Glory!” 

― Jim Elliot 

 


